
Appendix A: Conflict Avoidance Scale – ANES 2013 Internet Re-Contact / ANES 2012 

ANES 2012 Time Series and ANES 2013 Internet Re-Contact Study Original Wording 

Aggressive Personality Scale – (1-5 Scale) 

1) How argumentative are you – that is, how much do you argue with others? 

1= A great deal, 5= None at All 

 

2) How hard is it for you to control your temper? 

1= Extremely hard, 5=Not hard at all 

Big Five Personality Scale ANES 2013 Recontact Study 

Here are a number of personality traits that may or may not apply to you. Please type a 

number next to each statement to indicate the extent to which you agree or disagree with 

that statement. You should rate the extent to which the pair of traits applies to you, even 

if one characteristic applies more strongly than the other. (1 = Disagree Strongly, 7= 

Agree Strongly) 

 

3b) I see myself as:  ___ Critical, Quarrelsome (7 point scale) 

We’re interested in how you see yourself. Please mark how well the following pair of 

words describe you, even if one word describes you better than the other. (1= Extremely 

Poorly, 7= Extremely Well) 

 

3a)  Critical, quarrelsome describes me… (7 point scale) 

 

Big Five Personality Scale ANES 2012 

We’re interested in how you see yourself. Please mark how well the following pair of 

words describe you, even if one word describes you better than the other. (1= Extremely 

Poorly, 7= Extremely Well) 

 

4)  Critical, quarrelsome describes me… (7 point scale) 

  



 

Appendix 2: Questionnaire and Stimulus Materials 

Conflict Approach/Conflict Avoidance Subscale (Goldstein, 1999) 

5 point Likert Scale 

 

Note: For our purposes, the scores have been reversed so that higher scores are equivalent to a 

higher level of conflict approach. The * denote questions that are reverse-scored. 

1. I wait to see if a dispute will resolve itself before taking action.* 

2. I hate arguments.* 

3. I rarely have arguments with my friends* 

4. I avoid arguments.* 

5. Arguments can be fun. 

6. I often start arguments. 

7. I find conflict exciting. 

8. I am drawn to conflict situations. 

9. I enjoy challenging the opinions of others. 

10. Arguments don’t bother me. 

11. I don’t mind when others start arguments with me. 

12. Conflicts make relationships interesting. 

13. I like when other people challenge my opinions. 

14. I avoid conflict.* 

15. I feel upset after an argument.* 

Politeness Subscale of Agreeableness (DeYoung, Quilty, & Peterson, 2007) 

Note: For our purposes, the scores have been reversed so that higher scores are equivalent to a 

higher level of disagreeableness. The * denote questions that are reverse-scored. 

5 point Likert Scale 

1. Respect authority* 

2. Insult people 

3. Hate to seem pushy* 

4. Believe that I am better than others 

5. Avoid imposing my will on others* 

6. Rarely put people under pressure* 

7. Take advantage of others 

8. Seek conflict 

9. Love a good fight 

10. Am out for my own personal gain. 

Opinion Questions: 

Stimulus Material: Deficit Spending Editorials 

Anti-Deficit Author: David Halford  

Pro-Deficit Author: Michael Williams  



Control Author: Scott Fincher 

Civil Condition 

Anti-Deficit. Deficit spending by the federal government has dramatically increased in the last 

decade, and government debt is set on course to be at a record high in the near future. While my 

colleague Michael Williams would like to place the blame for this on the recession, the fact of 

the matter is that it is runaway spending by the government that is responsible. If changes are not 

made to control spending now, the economic consequences will be severe. More and more of the 

budget will be consumed by paying interest on the debt, forcing the government to increase 

taxes, cut spending even more drastically, and borrow even more money to keep up. Government 

borrowing to pay for deficits also increases interest rates, discouraging current businesses from 

expanding and pushing out investment into new businesses. Despite what my colleague believes, 

deficit spending leads to sluggish growth. Like many Americans hit by the recession, it’s time 

for the government to tighten their belts, and begin working on learning on how to spend wisely 

Pro-Deficit.  The idea of cutting spending during a sluggish economy like we have now has 

severe consequences for job creation. While my colleague David Halford is concerned about the 

levels of deficit spending, such concern is misplaced: deficit spending is the correct thing to be 

doing right now. Demand is low as consumers and investors alike have cut back on their 

spending due to uncertainty about the future. If they’re not spending, government needs to step 

in and jumpstart things by creating jobs through investment in infrastructure, education, and 

other programs that help Americans keep a steady income. Such investment requires deficit 

spending, not cutting it back like my colleague believes. The lack of demand from investors also 

means interest rates are low and that we can expect them to stay low until investors are confident 

enough to start borrowing again. Deficit spending should be thought of as an investment being 

made now to put money back into people’s wallets so they’ll have the money and confidence to 

start spending again. 

Uncivil Condition 

Anti-Deficit. Deficit spending by the federal government has dramatically increased in the last 

decade, and government debt is set on course to be at a record high in the near future. While my 

colleague Michael Williams would like to ignorantly place the blame for this on the recession, 

the fact of the matter is that it is runaway spending by the government that is responsible. If 

changes are not made to control spending now, the economic consequences will be severe. More 

and more of the budget will be consumed by paying interest on the debt, forcing the government 

to increase taxes, cut spending even more drastically, and borrow even more money to keep up. 

Government borrowing to pay for deficits also increases interest rates, discouraging current 

businesses from expanding and pushing out investment into new businesses. Despite what my 

naïve colleague fantasizes, deficit spending leads to sluggish growth. Like many Americans hit 

by the recession, it’s time for the government to grow up, tighten their belts, and begin working 

on learning on how to spend wisely. 

Pro-Deficit. The idiotic idea of cutting spending during a sluggish economy like we have now 

has severe consequences for job creation. My colleague David Halford is paranoid about the 

levels of deficit spending, but such paranoia is misplaced: deficit spending is the correct thing to 

be doing right now. Demand is low as consumers and investors alike have cut back on their 

spending due to uncertainty about the future. If they’re not spending, government needs to step 



in to jumpstart things by creating jobs through investment in infrastructure, education, and other 

programs that help Americans keep a steady income. Such investment requires deficit spending, 

not blindly cutting it back like my sheepish colleague believes. The lack of demand from 

investors also means interest rates are low and that we can expect them to stay low until 

investors are confident enough to start borrowing again. Deficit spending should be thought of as 

an investment being made now to actually put money back into people’s wallets so they’ll have 

the money and confidence to start spending again. 

Control Condition  

The history of the dollar bill goes back to 1862, where it was first issued as part of Congress’s 

financing of the Civil War. It originally had a portrait of Salmon P. Chase, the Treasury 

Secretary under President Abraham Lincoln. At the time currency in the United States was 

primarily gold and silver coins and there was distrust of paper money. Therefore, the original 

dollar bill was a “demand note” that people could turn it in and get either gold or silver, 

depending on whether or not the bill was a “gold” or “silver” certificate. In terms of size, it was 

in 1929 that the current size of bills was decided on. Prior to this dollar bills were larger in size. 

This was also when George Washington’s portrait, painted by Gilbert Stuart, was added to the 

dollar bill. This version of the dollar bill was a silver certificate. On one side was the portrait of 

Washington as well as a blue-colored treasury seal and serial numbers. On the reverse side was a 

large, ornate ONE superimposed by ONE DOLLAR. This version was issued until 1934. Over 

the next decade or so the design would be constantly changed. Most of the changes involved the 

moving around or changing the color of the treasury seal as well as the number “1”. The reverse 

side of the bill was eventually settled into its current design by 1935, with the exception of “IN 

GOD WE TRUST” that would not be added until 1957. The front of the bill, as well as the colors 

of various parts of the bill, continued to change. During World War II several special designs 

were created, the most famous being a Hawaiin overprint that was designed to devalue the 

currency should the Japanese had captured the islands. The current design of the dollar bill was 

basically instituted by 1963. By that time the government had removed gold certificates from 

circulation, and the price of silver made it too expensive for currency. Therefore, the dollar bill 

was officially made into a Federal Reserve Note, which it still is to this day. 

 

Manipulation Check Questions - derived from Mutz and Reeves (2005) and Mutz (2007) 

How would you describe [David Halford/Michael William/Scott Fincher]? Using the word pairs 

below, please choose the word that best describes them: 

Emotional-Unemotional/Quarrelsome-Cooperative/Friendly-Hostile/Rude-Polite/Calm-Agitated 

Experimental Conditions: What are some of the reasons [David Halford/Michael William] gave 

in support of his opinion? Please write as many as you can think of in the box below. 

Control Condition: What are some of the facts Scott Fincher mentioned about the history of the 

dollar bill? Please write as many as you can think of in the box below. 

 

 



 

Behavior Questions – Derived from Brader et al. 2008 

Information Seeking: “There are many organizations that put out information on deficit 

spending. Would you interested in receiving more information about this issue from any of the 

following types of groups?”:  

Nonpartisan research institutes/ The US Government/Groups that Favor Cutting the 

Deficit/Groups that Oppose Cutting Spending 

Contacting: “There are currently several proposals being developed in Congress that promise to 

cut spending and help lower the deficit. Would like us to send an email message to members of 

Congress indicating either your support or opposition?” 

Yes/No 

If Yes: Please fill out the information below: 

City: 

Opinion: 

 


