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POL367: Mass Media in American Politics 
 

Summer 2017 
 

Class Time: 

 

Class Location: 

 

Professor Brandon Marshall 

Office Hours: 

Office 

July 10 – August 19, 2017 

 

Online 

 

brandon.marshall@stonybrook.edu 

None (contact over email) 

SBS S713 

 

Course Description: 

 

Mass media has the incredible power and responsibility of being able to shape public attitudes 

and opinions.  In this class we will consider the history and function of media.  We will look at 

the mechanisms through which media shapes public opinion and discuss how to evaluate media 

content critically.  In recent years, we have also seen an explosion of new media.  We will think 

about what social media means for public opinion. 

 

Course Objectives: 

 

This course has three main objectives: 

1. To teach and encourage you to think critically about your political environment and how 

you are shaped by the information you consume  

 

2. To introduce you to a broad range of scholarly research that helps us understand mass 

political behavior and its connections to our media environments.  How does what we 

consume lead us to engage and participate, or not? 

 

3. To further hone a wide variety of academic skills that you have (hopefully) already been 

developing.  There will be opportunities to both speak and write about the course 

material.  

 

Required Texts: 

 

Mass Media and American Politics (9th Edition) by Doris A. Graber & Johanna L. Dunaway 

 

Additional reading materials and the most updated syllabus can be found on Blackboard: 

https://blackboard.stonybrook.edu/ 

 

 

 

 

mailto:brandon.marshall@stonybrook.edu
https://blackboard.stonybrook.edu/
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Recommended News Sites: 

There is an expectation you should be reading political news, particularly to assist in the various 

short paper assignments. The following are some recommendations for news sites that may be 

useful for these assignments.  

 

Note that the decision to include some sources is primarily for usefulness for assignments, not 

quality of the news. If you’re interested in following these sites primarily for news, my 

recommendation is to make sure to visit a variety of them. This is particularly the case for 

following anything in the “Liberal” or “Conservative” Leaning columns. 

 

Liberal Leaning Conservative Leaning Traditional News Foreign News 

MSNBC Fox News New York Times BBC News 

Vox National Review Washington Post Der Spiegel 

Democracy Now Reason Wall Street Journal Japan Times 

Daily Kos The Daily Signal PBS News Hour AllAfrica 

Huffington Post Weekly Standard CBS News Al Jazeera 

Think Progress Drudge Report ABC News Russia Today 

Daily Beast Breitbart NBC News China Daily 

 

Course Policies & Advice: 

 

● This is a 6-week online summer course. Because of the condensed time, the weekly 

reading and assignments are more intense compared to a week of a full semester course.  

 

● The course schedule is a guideline of how I plan on the course proceeding. I reserve the 

right to change the material as the class proceeds if the need arises. You will be informed 

of these changes through e-mail and Blackboard. 

 

● If you have a serious problem, contact me immediately. Problems can be solved if you 

bring them up before you miss a deadline. I frequently check my email and will happily 

respond to most questions, but do not abuse this privilege. 
 

● It is highly recommended to take advantage of the discussion boards to discuss readings 

and your ideas short paper before writing it. Discussion with your fellow students is a 

great way to get feedback and to get the most benefit out of an online course. 

 

Graded Assignments: 

 

Weekly Short Papers (60%): Each week there will be a short paper assignment related to the 

content in that week’s readings and is to be posted on the discussion board. Each paper should 

consist of a one page, single-spaced response to that week’s prompt. The papers should attempt 

to answer the prompt substantively, using a combination of both information from that week’s 

readings as well as drawing in examples from current news media. Discussion board will open 

on Monday at 12:00 AM and will close on Sunday at 11:59 PM. 

 

http://www.msnbc.com/
http://www.foxnews.com/
https://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.bbc.com/
https://www.vox.com/
http://www.nationalreview.com/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/
http://www.spiegel.de/international/
https://www.democracynow.org/
http://reason.com/
https://www.wsj.com/
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/
http://www.dailykos.com/
http://dailysignal.com/
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/?utm_source=promourl&utm_medium=direct&utm_campaign=newshour
http://allafrica.com/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/
http://www.weeklystandard.com/
http://www.cbsnews.com/
http://www.aljazeera.com/
https://thinkprogress.org/
http://drudgereport.com/
http://abcnews.go.com/
https://www.rt.com/
http://www.thedailybeast.com/
http://www.breitbart.com/
http://www.nbcnews.com/
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/


 3 

Weekly Short Paper Responses (20%): You are required to post a response to another student’s 

paper. Responses should offer a substantive critique and prompt further discussion on the topic. 

Discussion board will open on Monday at 12:00 AM and will close on Sunday at 11:59 PM. 

 

Weekly Blackboard Quizzes (20%): Each week there will be a quiz on Blackboard that covers 

definitions and basic factual information covered in that week’s readings. Each quiz will open on 

Monday at 12:00 AM and will close on Sunday at 11:59 PM. 

 

Grading 

A: 100-93 

B+: 89-87 

C+: 79-77 

D+: 69-67 

F: Less than 60 

A-: 92-90 

B : 86-83 

C : 76-73 

D : 66-63 

 

B-: 82-80 

C-: 72-70 

D-: 62-60 

 

Disability Support Services (DSS) Statement 

 

If you have a physical, psychological, medical, or learning disability that may impact your 

course work, please contact Disability Support Services (631) 632-6748 or 

http://studentaffairs.stonybrook.edu/dss/. They will determine with you what accommodations 

are necessary and appropriate. All information and documentation is confidential. Students who 

require assistance during emergency evacuation are encouraged to discuss their needs with their 

professors and Disability Support Services. For procedures and information go to the following 

website: http://www.stonybrook.edu/ehs/fire/disabilities/asp. 

 

Academic Integrity Statement 

Each student must pursue his or her academic goals honestly and be personally accountable for 

all submitted work. Representing another person’s work as your own is always wrong. Faculty 

are required to report any suspected instance of academic dishonesty to the Academic Judiciary. 

For more comprehensive information on academic integrity, including categories of academic 

dishonesty, please refer to the academic judiciary website at 

http://www.stonybrook.edu/uaa/academicjudiciary/ 

 

Critical Incident Statement 

Stony Brook University expects students to respect the rights, privileges, and property of other 

people. Faculty are required to report to the Office of Judicial Affairs any disruptive behavior 

that interrupts their ability to teach, compromises the safety of the learning environment, and/or 

inhibits students’ ability to learn. 

  

Note on the Syllabus: 

The instructor reserves the right to make reasonable changes to the syllabus and class/reading 

schedule during the course of the semester. Please refer to Blackboard for the most updated 

version of the syllabus. 

  

http://studentaffairs.stonybrook.edu/dss/
http://www.stonybrook.edu/ehs/fire/disabilities/asp
http://www.stonybrook.edu/uaa/academicjudiciary/
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Weekly Readings Schedule 

Week One: Structure of Media 

• Media Power & Government Control 

o Graber & Dunaway, Chapter 1 

• Ownership, Regulation, & Guidance of Media 

o Graber & Dunaway, Chapter 2 

o Berry & Sobieraj, Chapter 4 

• Press Freedom & the Law 

o Graber & Dunaway, Chapter 3 

Week Four: The Impact of Changing Media 

• The Changing Media Landscape 

o Graber & Dunaway, Chapter 4 

o Prior, Chapter 4 

o Berry & Sobieraj, Chapter 3 

o Mutz, Chapter 8 

Week Two: What Makes the News? 

• News Making & News Reporting Routines 

o Graber & Dunaway, Chapter 5 

• The Media as Policy Makers 

o Graber & Dunaway, Chapter 6  

• Bias in the Media 

o Graber & Dunaway, Chapter 12 

o Bennet, Chapter 2 

Week Five: News Media and Institutions 

• Media, The Presidency, & Congress 

o Graber & Dunaway, Chapter 7 

o Atkinson, Chapter 1 

• Media & State and Local News 

o Graber & Dunaway, Chapter 8 

• Foreign Affairs Coverage 

o Graber & Dunaway, Chapter 9 

Week Three: Media Effects on Behavior & Attitudes 

• Media Influences on Attitudes and Behavior 

o Graber & Dunaway, Chapter 10 

• Varieties of Media Effects 

o Iyengar, Chapter 8 

• Processing Media Information 

o Bennet Chapter 3 

• Effects of Uncivil Politics 

o Mutz Chapter 3,4 

Week Six: Media and Elections 

• Elections in the Internet Age 

o Graber & Dunaway, Chapter 11 

• Campaigning Through the Media 

o Iyengar, Chapter 6 

• Campaigns That Matter 

o Iyengar, Chapter 9 

• Political Advertisements 

o Brader, Striking a Responsive Cord 

 


